
The auction business can be an historian’s dream come true.  People and Items 

connected to the events of history appear before you constantly. Provenance is a 

constant attraction.  These people and events occupy your thoughts and efforts.  Family 

stories expand into a new view of events of the past. Inform, entertain and then recede 

again, but leaving a warm glow behind of knowledge and understanding. 

Recently we received a unique and heavily carved desk and book case to be included in 

our Memorial Day Auction.  The items had been the property of the Chief Rabbi 

Zsigmond Groszmann of the Dohany Street Synagogue in Budapest, Hungary in the 

years prior to World War II.  The Desk and Book case were created in 1928 by 

Hungarian Master Carver Ullman.  The desk apron depicts a scene from Exodos 17 as 

Moses strikes the rock in the Desert of Sin and water gushes forth.  Moses is joined by 

his Brother Aaron and the jubilant Israelites.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 The people thirsted there for water, and the people 
complained against Moses, and they said, Why have 
you brought us up from Egypt to make me and my 
children and my livestock die of thirst? 

4 Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, What shall I do 
for this people? Just a little longer and they will stone 
me! 

5 And the Lord said to Moses, Pass before the people 
and take with you [some] of the elders of Israel, and 
take into your hand your staff, with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 

6 Behold, I shall stand there before you on the rock in 
Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, and the people will drink, Moses did so 
before the eyes of the elders of Israel. 

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9878/jewish/Chapter-17.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9878/jewish/Chapter-17.htm#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9878/jewish/Chapter-17.htm#v6


 

This marked the creation of Miriam’s Well (Be’erah shel Miriam) the name of 

the spring that miraculously provided water and accompanied the Israelites throughout 

the 40 years they traveled in the wilderness. Detailed carvings of Atlas support the ends 

of the double pedestal desk. Family lore has the desk removed to Austria after the war 

and then brought to the United States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bookcase, also attributed to Ullman, is of massive scale with three heavily carved 

sections.  Intricately carved blind doors feature Jeremiah, mourning the loss of the First 

Temple in the manner painted by Rembrandt.  The right door represents a carving of 

Moses as by Michelangelo from the Tomb of Pope Julius II, Church, San Pietro in 

Rome. Each carving has overlay of Garlands and Ribbons and is supported by Griffins. 

Additionally more carvings of Griffin faces cover other surfaces of the bookcase. The 

center door is beveled glass with arched top. The top of the case is supported by 

muscular carvings of the Greek Titan ATLAS. The base is supported by massive animal 

paw feet. The scope of the carvings and their massive scale make this a monumental 

work of art. 

The Desk and Bookcase may be viewed at the Phoebus Auction Gallery now through 

May 31st.  The Auction will be conducted at the Phoebus Auction Gallery at 18 E Mellen 

St, Hampton, VA 23663 beginning at 10 am, May 31st 2021. Preview is the Thursday 

thru Sunday prior to Memorial Day from 11 am to 5 pm.  The Website may be viewed at 

http://www.phoebusauction.com and phone tag starts at 757-722-9210, Ask for Bill. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Israelites&filters=sid%3ab20efa9a-a930-2ba8-bf60-471adbe41b5a&form=ENTLNK
http://www.phoebusauction.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Zsigmond Groszmann (March 15th 1880- May 11th, 

1945) born in Budapest, Hungary, he was a student of the 

Rabbinical School in Budapest from 1895 to 1905. In 

1904 he was inaugurated as a doctor of philosophy in 

Budapest, and in 1906 he became a Rabbi at the Dohany 

Street Synagogue in Budapest. 

He also served as Rabbinical Director. Secretary of the 

National Rabbinical Association. He was the most 

distinguished historian of the Hungarian Jewish life of the 

19th century. His excellent monograph on the Pesti Izr. 

Community was published in 1927 on the occasion of the 

125th anniversary of the community.  

He was particularly famous for bringing back to Judaism 

over 1,100 People who had converted to Christianity 

because of the extreme anti-semitism in Hungary 

between the World Wars. 

He contracted pneumonia while greeting Jews returning 

from the Shoa and passed away shortly after the end of 

World War II.  His Wife and Son resettled to the United 

States after the war, His daughter, Judith, was murdered 

at Auschwitz.   

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The DOHANY STREET SYNAGOGUE in BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, 
the Largest Synagogue in Europe seating 3,000 people and is a 

center of Neolog Judaism. 

 The Dohány Street Synagogue complex consists of the Great 
Synagogue, the Heroes' Temple, the Grave Yard, the Memorial and 
the Jewish Museum, which was built on the site on which Theodor 
Herzl's house of birth stood. The consecration of the synagogue 
took place on 6 September 1859. Unusual for a synagogue, it had a 
5000 Pipe Organ installed.  

Dohány Street itself, a leafy street in the city center, carries 
strong Holocaust connotations as it constituted the border of 
the Budapest Ghetto. The synagogue was bombed by the 
Hungarian pro-Nazi Arrow Cross Party on 3 February 1939. Used 
as a base for German Radio and also as a stable during World War 
II, the building suffered some severe damage from aerial raids 
during the Nazi Occupation but, especially during the Siege of 
Budapest. During the Communist era, the damaged structure 
became again a prayer house for the much-diminished Jewish 
community. Its restoration and renovation started in 1991, with the 
return of democracy to Hungary,  financed by the state and by 
private donations, Estée Lauder and Tony Curtis contributed the $20 

million needed to complete the restoration in 1996 and was completed 
in 1998.  

DOHANY (Tabaco in Hungarian) SYNAGOGUE, also known as 
TABAKAGASSE SYNAGOGUE was the Synagogue of THEODOR 
HERZL, Founder of Zionism. (Information from Wikipedia) 
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